Endocrine effects of lithium: II. 'Primary' hyperparathyroidism.
Ninety-six manic-depressive patients were studied during long-term lithium treatment. Highly significant elevations were observed respecting the levels of serum immunoreactive parathyroid hormone (P less than 0.001) as well as the protein-corrected levels of serum calcium (P less than 0.001) and serum magnesium (P less than 0.001), thus indicating a state of 'primary' hyperparathyroidism. The patients as a group had normophosphataemia and normophosphatasia supporting the impression of a rather mild state of biochemical hyperparathyroidism.